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It was the first time Otis Culpepper and Wagner Antoine had ever been at a country club. The only thing that 
might have been familiar to them was the golf course-and that was cloaked in snow. 

The Jackson Park golf course caddies were two of 23 potential Evans Scholars who went through a final 
interview at La Grange Country Club with members of the Western Golf Association Board of Directors. A full 
college scholarship was at stake. They were the first Jackson Park caddies to participate in the program, and 
when the afternoon was over, the Hales Franciscan seniors both got what they had hoped for. 
  
They were Evans Scholars. 

"I had never been in a place like this and I was real nervous," Culpepper said. "We were prepared, we had 
material to get us ready, but we hadn't witnessed the real thing. After all that, I'm still nervous, hoping I said 
the right things, made the right impression." 

In a few days, Culpepper and Antoine will get their official letter of acceptance, as will the other successful 
candidates. They will join the 822 young men and women who are current Evans Scholars, with full tuition and 
housing scholarships at the 20 universities that have Evans Scholars houses. 

The distance between Jackson Park and La Grange Country Club can't be measured in miles. Thanks to the 
Jackson Park Golf Association, the Western Golf Association and Evans Scholars caddies like Culpepper and 
Antoine will have a chance to shorten the distance through education. 

"We will be able to point to these two and use them as role models," said Jackson Park Golf Association 
member Elmer Beard, who first approached the WGA about being an affiliate about three years ago. 

Culpepper and Antoine would have needed financial assistance to attend college, and their Evans Scholarships 
will give them the chance. Both have been accepted at Purdue but haven't made a final decision yet. 

Neither Wagner nor Culpepper had ever caddied until the JPGA started recruiting caddies at area high schools. 
Culpepper lives across the street from Jackson Park and had only wondered what went on there. After two 

years of toting golf bags, he also has found that school isn't the only place you can get an education. 

"What impressed me most about it is the chance to meet many different guys from different walks of life," 
said Culpepper, president of the Hales student council with a 3.8 grade-point average. 

Culpepper and Wagner work during the school year to help pay for their tuition at Hales Franciscan. Both have 
B averages and are active in school government and extracurricular activities. 

Culpepper, the oldest of three sons of a single mother, will be the first in his family to attend college and the 
first to graduate from high school in 20 years. Antoine, the son of Haitian immigrants, will be the third child in 
his family to attend college. 

Evans Scholarship are awarded based on caddie record, financial need, character and a class rank in the upper 
quarter of the applicant's graduating class. The program includes minorities and women, but Culpepper and 
Wagner are the first recipients from an inner-city public course. 
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